Farben) for some time where he also proved to be an excellent synthetic polymer chemist. He then moved to the University of Vienna as a Professor of Physical Chemistry, followed by migration to Canada, which eventually led him to the Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn in New York. His work there was the first in polymer education in the USA, and it was at this location where he spent the majority of his academic career. Brooklyn Poly, as it was known then, was the leader in polymer education in the United States, truly pioneering the educational component of polymer science for decades. Herman Mark firmly established his place in history as being among the first generation of polymer chemists.
The award was established in 1976. In 1989, the award was named the Herman F. Mark Polymer Chemistry Award. The award in his name is conferred every other year by the Polymer Division of the American Chemical Society.
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